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power which had been so grievously abused by
Ismail Pasha, but he abstained from opposing
the caprices of his youthful master. He detested
Arabist ideas, yet he allowed himself to drift
into an unnatural alliance with those who he
must have known were in reality struggling for
the supremacy of the Egyptian over the Turco-
Egyptian elements of native society. He wished
every European official to leave the country,
but he was at every turn obliged to admit that
he could not dispense with European assistance.
A free press was an abomination to him, yet,
directly or indirectly, he encouraged the extreme
of licence amongst the most pernicious class of
journalists.

His acts gave fitting expression to the confu-
sion which existed in his mind. He was con-
stantly moving in an anti-European direction,
and was then, under the stress of circumstances,
obliged to retrace his steps. He refused to
allow Sir John Scott and other British officials
to attend the meetings of the Council of Ministers;
immediately afterwards, he was forced to sign
a document which reversed his former decision.
At one moment, he issued a petulant circular
which virtually directed all local officials to
abstain from communication with the British
officers of police; immediately ^afterwards,; he
issued another circular which, flatly contradicted